A new species of Streptomyces designated as Streptomyces indicus Chakrabarty which produces abundant aerial mycelium with shrimp-pink spores, antibiotic activity mainly against plant and human pathogenic fungi and melanin pigment, has been described. Its taxonomic relationship with other species of Streptomyces as well as the cultural, physiological and biochemical characteristics, are also discussed.
This organism possesses a number of identifying characters which distinguishes it from other allied species of Streptomyces. The pigment of the mycelium does not diffuse into culture media. The mycelium consists of much branched flexuous hyphae, 1.0-1.6^ in thickness. Sporophores are flexuous, forming hooks with open loops and primitive spirals; spores in chains, round or oval, 0.6-1.2//x0.5~0.8ju (Plates 1 and 2). Spreading growth is formed on glucose-asparagine agar, with abundant aerial mycelium, and shrimp-pink spores. The vegetative mycelium is rose doree and the reverse color scarlet red. Starch is readily hydrolysed; no coagulation of milk with Plate 1. and mannitol were utilized to a lesser extent and gave reduced growth. Sorbose, Na-acetate and Na-citrate encouraged little growth. Only maltose caused some diffusion of the pigment into the culture medium. The results are given in Table 1 . albosporeus strain A955-Y3 were melanin negative. Therefore, the strain is considered to be a new species and it has been named after the country of its origin.
